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A Message from Dr. Mike Dicks
$XJXVW SURYHG WR EH DQRWKHU
PRQWKRIHFRQRPLFVWDJQDWLRQDV
GHPRQVWUDWHGE\WKH&RQIHUHQFH
%RDUG¶V,QGH[RI/HDGLQJ,QGLFD
WRUV /(, 7KH,QGH[URVHE\
SHUFHQWDQGIROORZHGLQFUHDVHVRI
SHUFHQWLQ-XQHDQGSHUFHQW
LQ -XO\  7KH /(, LV WKH LQGLFD
WRUV XVHG WR SUHGLFW WKH DGYDQFH
RIDUHFHVVLRQDQGWKHVHLQFUHDVHV
ZRXOGWHQGWRLQGLFDWHWKDWH[SDQ
VLRQ VWLOO FRQWLQXHV ZLWKRXW VLJQ
RIDUHFHVVLRQLQWKHQHDUIXWXUH
%XW D GHHSHU ORRN DW WKH /(, 
WHOOVDGLIIHUHQWVWRU\7KH/(,LV
FRPSRVHGRIFRPSRQHQWVDQG
RQO\ IRXU RI WKHVH FRPSRQHQWV
VKRZHGSRVLWLYHJDLQVLQ$XJXVW
E\IDUWKHZRUVWVKRZLQJRYHUWKH
ODVWWZR\HDUV7KHPRVWFULWLFDO
RI WKH FRPSRQHQWV PDQXIDFWXU
HUV¶QHZRUGHUVDYHUDJHZHHNO\
LQLWLDOFODLPVIRUXQHPSOR\PHQW
DQGFRQVXPHUH[SHFWDWLRQVZHUH
DOO GRZQ LQGLFDWLQJ D ZHDN GH
PDQGIRUJRRGVDQGVHUYLFHV
   :DVKLQJWRQ FRQWLQXHV WR VWDOO
LQWDONVDLPHGDWEDODQFLQJDEXG
JHWWKDWLVURXJKO\WULOOLRQLQ
WKH UHG  :KHWKHU WKH\ DJUHH WR
WD[KLNHVVSHQGLQJUHGXFWLRQVRU
ERWKWKHQHWLPSDFWLQWKHVKRUW
WHUPLVDUHGXFWLRQLQGHPDQGIRU

JRRGVDQGVHUYLFHVDQGWKXVDIXU
WKHUFRQWUDFWLRQRIWKHHFRQRP\
'XULQJWKHODVWWKUHHPRQWKVWKH
86KDVDOVRSRVWHGDELOOLRQ
WUDGHGH¿FLWZLWKWRWDOLPSRUWVRI
QHDUO\ELOOLRQ7KLVZRXOG
LQGLFDWHWKDWWKH86HFRQRP\LV
ORVLQJ URXJKO\  WULOOLRQ SHU
\HDULQSRWHQWLDOHFRQRPLFDFWLY
LW\QHDUO\GRXEOHWKHVL]HRIWKH
EXGJHWGH¿FLW
2QHVROXWLRQWRWKHEXGJHWFUL
VHVLVWRJHQHUDWHLQFUHDVHGHFR
QRPLF DFWLYLW\ DQG WKXV IHGHUDO
UHYHQXHV  WKURXJK LQFUHDVHG H[
SRUWV DQGRU LQFUHDVHG WKH GR
PHVWLF SURGXFWLRQ RI JRRGV DQG
VHUYLFHVWRVXEVWLWXWHIRULPSRUW
HGJRRGV7KH&HQWHUIRU,QWHU
QDWLRQDO7UDGHDQG'HYHORSPHQW
LV ZRUNLQJ RQ WZR GLIIHUHQW DS
SURDFKHVWRUHGXFHWKH86WUDGH
GH¿FLW  )LUVW ZH DUH LQYROYHG
ZLWKDODUJHYDULHW\RIVWXG\DQG

A Message from Dr. Dicks Con’t.
VHUYLFHDEURDGDQGLQWHUQVKLSRS
SRUWXQLWLHV 7KHVH RSSRUWXQLWLHV
DUH LPSRUWDQW WR FUHDWH D FDGUH
RI \RXQJ SURIHVVLRQDOV OLWHUDWH
LQ FXOWXUDO GLYHUVLW\ DQG DZDUH
QHVVRIZRUOGPDUNHWV6WXGHQWV
LQYROYHGLQVWXG\DEURDGFRXUVHV
EHFRPH DZDUH RI 86 SURGXFWV
PLVVLQJ LQ IRUHLJQ PDUNHWV DV
ZHOO DV IRUHLJQ SURGXFWV ERWK
PLVVLQJDQGDYDLODEOHLQ86PDU
NHWV7KLVDZDUHQHVVLVWKH¿UVW
VWHS LQ LGHQWLI\LQJ H[LVWLQJ PDU
NHWSRWHQWLDO6WXGHQWVLQYROYHG
LQ VHUYLFH DEURDG FRXUVHV DUH
FKDOOHQJHG WR XVH ORFDO PDWHUL
DOV WR SURGXFH WHFKQRORJLHV WKDW
SURYLGHVHUYLFHVVLPLODUWRWKRVH
WKH\XVHWRLQWKH86 HJZDWHU
VWRUDJH ¿OWHULQJ DQG WUDQVSRUW
VHZDJHWUHDWPHQWV\VWHPVUHIULJ

HUDWLRQ DQG IRRG SURGXFWLRQ DQG
SUHVHUYDWLRQ 0DQ\RIWKHVHLQ
QRYDWLRQV KDYH WKH SRWHQWLDO IRU
FRPPHUFLDODSSOLFDWLRQ
   6HFRQG ZH DUH WUDLQLQJ &HU
WL¿HG *OREDO %XVLQHVV 3URIHV
VLRQDOV &*%3 E\SURYLGLQJWKH
WRROV QHFHVVDU\ WR FRQGXFW EXVL
QHVV LQ LQWHUQDWLRQDO EXVLQHVV
DQG WKH SUDFWLFDO H[SHULHQFH WR
KDYHWKHFRQ¿GHQFHWRDVVLVW86
H[SDQG WKHLU PDUNHWV RYHUVHDV
0DQ\ RI WKH VWXGHQWV LQYROYHG
LQ WKH &*%3 SURJUDP DUH LQWHU
QDWLRQDO VWXGHQWV ZKR DOUHDG\
KDYHDQXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIFXOWXUDO
SUDFWLFHV LQ RWKHU UHJLRQV RI WKH
ZRUOG  $V WKH &*%3 SURJUDP
H[SDQGVDQGWKHJUDGXDWHVRIWKH
SURJUDP JDLQ H[SHULHQFH WKH\
ZLOOQRWRQO\EHDEOHWRDVVLVWLQ

H[SDQGLQJ H[SRUWV RI 86 SURG
XFWVDQGVHUYLFHVEXWDOVRWRKHOS
86 EXVLQHVV GHYHORS QHZ SURG
XFWV DQG VHUYLFHV WKDW PD\ PHHW
WKHQHHGVRIRWKHUFRXQWULHV
 %RWK RI WKH WUDGH DQG GHYHO
RSPHQWHIIRUWVZLOOUHTXLUHDORQJ
WHUPFRPPLWPHQWWRKDYHDPHD
VXUDEOH LPSDFW RQ WKH 86 WUDGH
DQGEXGJHWLPEDODQFHV,I\RX
VKDUHWKHVHJRDOVRUKDYHVNLOOVWR
RIIHUZHZRXOGORYHWRKHDUIURP
\RX  *UHDWHU JDLQV EH DFKLHYHG
WKURXJKFRRSHUDWLRQWKDQE\FRQ
FHQWUDWLQJRQPDUNHWVKDUH

Meet Natalia, the Newest Member of the Center
0\QDPHLV1DWDOLD.RYWXQDQG
, DP RULJLQDOO\ IURP 8NUDLQH
:LWKP\SDVVLRQPRWLYDWLRQDQG
GHVLUH IRU VHOILPSURYHPHQW ,
HDUQHG DQ DFDGHPLF DQG DWKOHWLF
VFKRODUVKLSWRWKH860\H[SH
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ULHQFH DV D SDUW RI WKH QDWLRQDO
O\UDQNHG 2NODKRPD 6WDWH 8QL
YHUVLW\ WUDFN DQG FURVV FRXQWU\
WHDP WDXJKW PH D ORW DERXW KRZ
WRFRPPXQLFDWHZHOOZLWKRWKHUV
KRZ WR YDOXH KDUG ZRUN DQG WR
HQMR\EHLQJSDUWRIDZLQ
QLQJWHDP
 5HFHQWO\ , JUDGXDWHG
IURPWKH268,QWHUQDWLRQDO
6WXGLHV 0DVWHU¶V SURJUDP
0\ DUHDV RI VWXG\ LQFOXG
HG ,QWHUQDWLRQDO %XVLQHVV
DV ZHOO DV ,QWHUQDWLRQDO
7UDGH DQG 'HYHORSPHQW
0\JUHDWSDVVLRQVDUHODQ
JXDJHVWUDYHOLQJUXQQLQJ
PHHWLQJ QHZ SHRSOH DQG
GLVFRYHULQJQHZFXOWXUHV,
DPÀXHQWLQ5XVVLDQ(QJ
OLVK 8NUDLQLDQ DQG LQWHU
PHGLDWH6SDQLVKDQG,KDYH

YLVLWHGVHYHUDOFRXQWULHVWKURXJK
RXW (XURSH $VLD DQG /DWLQ DQG
&HQWUDO$PHULFD
   0\ GHVLUH WR ZRUN RQ WKH LQ
WHUQDWLRQDOOHYHOFRPHVIURPP\
SDVVLRQ IRU EHLQJ DEOH WR PDNH
SRVLWLYH GLIIHUHQFHV LQ SHRSOH¶V
VRFLDO HFRQRPLF DQG SROLWLFDO
OLYHV 6XEMHFWV VXFK DV LQWHUQD
WLRQDOEXVLQHVVWUDGHDQGGHYHO
RSPHQW LQWULJXH PH EHFDXVH RI
WKHLGHDRIKHOSLQJWUDGHWRÀRZ
DVIUHHO\DVSRVVLEOHIRUHFRQRP
LF GHYHORSPHQW DQG ZHOOEHLQJ
,WDOVRFRLQFLGHVZLWKP\DVSLUD
WLRQIRUSURPRWLQJHYHU\RQHDVD
FLWL]HQRIWKHJOREDOFRPPXQLW\
1DWDOLD.RYWXQ
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OSU’s International Experience Options
In an effort to increase student’s
meaningful exposure to the world
outside the United States, faculty
and staff at Oklahoma State University have developed or identified many programs to get students
to travel abroad. Most brochures
promoting OSU, campus bulletin
boards, and lectures in introductory courses all promote international experiences and the value
they add to ones overall education,
cultural awareness, and potential
employability.
The variety of international opportunities available is actually
tremendous. And, given that most
of us do not have unlimited resources (money), choosing what
to do, where to go and for how
long should be given some careful
thought. An overseas “vacation”
with my boy/girlfriend sounds like
fun but is that the best use of my
time, does it help in my personal
development, and does it take advantage of skills I have and what I
might offer to others?
There are three basic varieties of
organized or formal overseas experiences that students pursue. These
are short-term study abroad, semester or academic year abroad,
and service abroad. I will briefly
describe these below with the
qualification that there are many
variations on these basics and your
imagination with the guidance of a
knowledgeable faculty advisor can
open your mind to all the opportunities.
Short-term study abroad most
often refers to formal three-credit
courses that involve travel to a foreign country with a group of students under the leadership of a faculty member. These courses may be
offered at any time of the year but
are most often planned for semester breaks or just following spring
semester or just before fall semester. The length of travel varies but
most are from 10 to 20 days. Some
are very intense and require conInternational Informant

siderable study on campus prior to
and following the travel. In others,
the work is confined to the period
of travel. Most often, short-term
study abroad courses are designed
to satisfy the International (“I”)
credit required of all undergraduate OSU students. For many students, a short-term study abroad
course is their first time to travel
internationally and provides experience and confidence about the
details of international travel such
as passports, visas, customs, language, foreign currency exchange,
and navigation in a country with
minimal language skills. The cost
of short-term study courses varies greatly and many students have
been very resourceful in seeking
and accumulating funds to support
study abroad.
Semester or academic year abroad
involves enrolling in a semester or
more of formal coursework at a
foreign university. Participants may
pay OSU tuition and fees and receive resident credit for courses
abroad or they pay a private program provider and receive transfer
credit. Regardless, careful planning is necessary to insure that the
courses and credit received will
apply to the individuals degree requirements here at OSU. OSU has
an office and staff who are trained
and well prepared to assist students
in planning and executing semester
abroad experiences. As you might
expect, many students who enrolled in short-term study abroad
courses catch the international bug
and then plan semester abroad opportunities. The language skills required for semester abroad varies
greatly and this is one of the details
the Study Abroad personnel will
assist students in planning. Costs
also vary greatly and many students
find that the overall cost for reciprocal exchange is about the same as
a semester here at OSU plus airfare.
It is clear that a semester abroad enables students to be more immersed

in the culture of the host school
and country. This is of course one
of the primary objectives of the semester abroad program!
Service abroad is increasingly
popular and can be a very rewarding and life changing experience. I
like to think of service abroad as a
mini-Peace Corps experience. Basically, service abroad involves providing a critical service to others
overseas. There are too many variations of service to begin to describe
them all but good examples would
include; assisting rural communities in digging and securing water
wells, providing learning experiences for AIDS orphaned children,
examining the nutritional needs
of families, and assisting in any
aspect of improving food security.
The key issue to consider in service
abroad is the advanced training
students may need prior to the experience to insure that the student
can truly be of service and not, in
fact, be a burden to the host family,
community or organization. Service abroad experiences may be organized through faculty members
who have developed relationships
abroad, foreign governments, or a
wide variety of non-governmental
organizations (NGO’s) and service
learning organizations.
Service
abroad experiences may or may not
require enrolling in a formal course
or to satisfy an academic internship
requirement. Even if formal coursework is not required, some students
do want to have a record on their
transcript of having completed a
service abroad experience and this
is easily accomplished through a
special problems course with a faculty advisor as the instructor.
There are many variations to
these basic international opportunities and it should not be at all
difficult to seek and find faculty
and staff who can help you develop
a plan.
Dr. Ed Miller
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An International Service Experience in Argentina
Along with two other Oklahoma
State University students and Dr.
Henneberry, Jake Walker traveled
to Cuyin Manzano, Argentina this
summer.
“It was the best experience of my
career at OSU, I learned so much
from it and would love to go back if
I had the chance.”
Jake Walker is pursuing his Masters of Agriculture with a concentration in International Agriculture
and is set to graduate in December
2011. He first obtained his Bachelor of Science from OSU in Animal
Science with a production option in
May 2010. His love of agriculture
developed through the raising and
showing of beef cattle and goats.
“Choosing Argentina for my internship was an easy decision for
me. I was able to couple my love of
agriculture with my area of academic focus to help improve agriculture
practices in a part of the world that
is not nearly as advanced as we are,”
Walker said.
Cuyin Manzano is located within
the Patagonia Region of Argentina.
It is situated within a valley and the
terrain is extremely rocky, making
it ideal for raising sheep and goats.
There is also a strong presence of
cattle within this region of the country. The nearest town to purchase
goods is 30km; therefore people living within Cuyin Manzano must be
self sufficient to a certain degree.
Walker spent 7 weeks living in
Cuyin Manzano and working with
the community on their Livestock
Development Program. Approximately 60 people live within this
region and maintain 550 head of
cattle, 100 horses, 300 sheep and
300 goats. The cattle consist mainly
of replacement heifers and goats,
which are raised for their hair.
“My daily tasks included feeding
and cleaning of stalls, maintaining
horses which were used for general
farm work because they did not have
International Informant

advanced agricultural technologies
such as tractors and garden work.
We helped them develop a compost
pile for their garden, which was a
great accomplishment because they
were having trouble getting vegetables to grow. They had never heard
of a compost pile, so it was great to
see American practices being not
only being utilized but work successfully for them.”
Walker also got the chance to participate in slaughtering a cow, assistant in a branding session and help
with the vaccination of sheep and
goats.
“There are no fences in Cuyin
Manzano so every single animal
must be branded in order to identify which animals belong to who.
Brandings occur four times a year to
make sure any new animals in inventory are identifiable.”
During his 7-week stay in Cuyin
Manzano, Walker lived in a house
without electricity. Electricity was
provided via generator from 6-10
p.m. daily. Water for both drinking
and bathing came from streams that
ran through the town. Water had
to be heated by fire because water
heaters do not exist there.

“While living conditions were
not up to American standards, they
were not nearly as bad as I anticipated before arriving in Cuyin Manzano. However, there was a shortage
of natural gas in Argentina during
my stay, making us unable to cook
with the stove in the house. We had
to cook everything by fire.”
Also during his stay, Walker experienced the eruption of the
Puyehue-Cordon Caulle volcano in
Chile. Despite this snafu in his trip,
Walker would return in a heartbeat.
“Traveling to Argentina was a
wonderful experience. It opened my
eyes to the international perspective on agriculture firsthand and I
would recommend that everyone
do an international service-learning
trip who has the opportunity.”
Upon completion of his masters,
Walker wants to become involved
in an animal science/agriculture
based organization that does business internationally. Specifically, he
would like to focus on international
marketing and/or export sales.
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